
CONTEMPORANEA MONFERRATO 
CONTEMPORARY MUSIC IN THE MONFERRATO 

JULY 3-11, 2021 

CONTEMPORANEA MONFERRATO is a musical laboratory to enable singers, vocal ensembles and 
composers to explore the repertoire of  the 20th century and contemporary creativity together. In this 
second edition, there will be two masterclasses: "The Voice in the 20th and 21st Centuries" with Nicholas 
Isherwood and “Si canta come si parla - Speech for singers" with Ursula Fischer. 

A creative laboratory located in the heart of  Piedmont 
Located in Piedmont’s beautiful Monferrato region, 
Contemporanea Monferrato is thought for singers and 
vocal ensembles. Composers and composer-
performers can take part as well, developing 
projects in collaboration with the performers. 
Participants should present an artistic project: solo 
recitals, the preparation of  a music theater piece by a 
vocal ensemble and the composition of  a piece with 
improvisatory elements are examples of  such projects. 
In addition to the repertoire for solo voice and a 
cappella, projects with electronic music and piano will be accepted. The laboratory seeks to encourage the 
collaboration of  artists from different areas: singers, extended vocalists, actors, electroacousticians, 
composers, set designers, dancers, etc. 
Organized by Innesti di Cultura, with the collaboration of  the association AmbientArti in Europa e 
nel Mondo, Contemporanea Monferrato will take place in Rosignano Monferrato (Alessandria), July 3-11, 2021. 

Nicholas Isherwood Masterclass: 
“The Voice in the 20th and 21st Centuries” 

After studying French Literature (B.A. Oberlin College), Singing (B.M. 
Oberlin Conservatory with Richard Miller) and Musicology (D.E.A. 
EHESS with Hugues Dufourt), Nicholas Isherwood went on to sing major 
roles in theaters and festivals on four continents (La Scala, the Rome 
Opera, the Venice Biennale, Covent Garden, the Salzburger Festspiele, 
the Moscow Conservatory, the Concertgebouw, Ravinia, Tanglewood, the 
Théatre des Champs Elysées, Châtelet, Aix Festival and all three Berlin 
opera houses, for example).  His focus is on early music (Joel Cohen, Paul 
McCreesh, William Christie, Nic McGegan) and the music of  our time 
(Bussotti, Carter, Kagel, Kurtág, Messiaen, Stockhausen, Xenakis but also 
Dusapin, Francesconi, Gubaidulina, Rihm and Saariaho, as well as 
Filidei, Franceschini and Montalti). He has sung both the Bach and 
Gubaidulina “Johannespassion” under the baton of  Helmuth Rilling.  
Isherwood’s interest in improvised music has led him to work with Steve 
Lacy, Joëlle Léandre, David Moss and Sainkho Namtchilak.  He has 

recorded over 60 cds with labels such as Erato, Harmonia Mundi, Naxos and Stockhausen Verlag and published 
articles for the Journal of  Singing, LIM and Vox Humana, as well as a book, “The Techniques of  Singing,” for 
Bärenreiter.  He has lectured and taught master classes in venues such as Berkeley, the CNSM in Paris, the 
Cologne Conservatory, the Freie Universität Berlin, Harvard, IRCAM, the Milan Conservatory, Stanford and 



USC. Isherwood has held professorships in Europe and the United States and is currently professor of  singing at 
the Conservatory of  Montbéliard. 

Ursula Fischer Masterclass: 
“Si canta come si parla - Speech for singers” 
Ursula Fischer is a director for international theater projects 
(Goethe Institut sponsored projects in Uruguay and Mexico).  She 
is the director of  a speech therapy practice in Berlin 
(Logopädische Praxis am Roseneck), where she specializes in 
voice therapy for professional actors and singers.  She is a 
professor at the Bildungsakademie der Charité in Berlin for the 
care of  the professional voice, works as a vocal coach for film and 
tv actors, taught at the Camera Acting Studio in Berlin for many 
years and works on vocal pedagogy for the Vokalhelden of  the 
Berlin Philharmonic.    

Registration and your stay in Rosignano Monferrato 
The activities will take place at the Teatro Ideal in Rosignano 
Monferrato and nearby. Each participant will pay a 
membership fee of  50 euros. In addition to the 
membership fee, the participation fee is 300 euros for 
soloists, 250 euros for composers, 220 euros (each) for 
vocal ensemble up to 3 singers, 180 euros (each) for vocal 
ensemble with more than 4 singers. If  the participants are 
involved in several projects (eg in ensemble and as soloists) 
they will pay a single participation fee: the cheapest one will 
be included. 

Participants will be accommodated in b&b or in one of  the 9 places available in Casa Biglino, an 18th 
century villa in front of  the theater. A large garden, four bathrooms, two kitchens and practice rooms are 
available. The total cost is 190 euros per person. Dinners will be served at a local restaurant at 15 euros 
per person. 

Provisions for COVID-19 
We will communicate specific informations to participants in order to prevent the transmission of  COVID-19, also relying on 
each person’s sense of  individual responsibility. The interpersonal distance of  2 meters will be respected between participants at all 
times. Activities will take place outside, or in large well ventilated rooms. For all other activities, masks will be required, especially 
for access to shops and public places in Rosignano Monferrato. 

Please fill out the online application form before June 20, 2021. You can find it visiting our web site: 
www.contemporaneamonferrato.innestidicultura.com. If  national and regional regulations concerning the 
pandemic change will force us to cancel the courses, registration fees will be refunded in full. Please register as 
soon as possible to facilitate course organization. 

You can get further information at: innestidicultura@gmail.com 
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